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Part I  ·  Preview 

 

1.  What is a visa interview? 

A visa interview is a face-to-face meeting between a visa applicant and a consular or immigration officer 

at a U.S. Embassy, Consulate, or the relevant immigration authority. Its primary purpose is to verify the 

applicant's identity, confirm the authenticity of submitted documents, and assess whether the applicant 

genuinely meets the eligibility requirements for the requested visa category. 

 

For non-immigrant visas — including F-1, J-1, M-1, and B-1/B-2 — the officer must also be satisfied that 

the applicant does not intend to immigrate permanently. For immigrant and permanent residence 

categories such as EB-3, EB-4, K-1, and the NZ Skilled Migrant Category, intent to remain is expected 

and appropriate. 

 

Note:  Most U.S. visa interviews last 3–10 minutes. J-1 interviews may run 20–30 

minutes. The New Zealand SMC interview can be significantly longer. Consular officers 

process many cases daily — your first impression and first answer carry significant 

weight. 

 

.  General tips for all visa interviews 

 

01 
Dress professionally. Business attire is appropriate for all visa types. Your appearance 

is part of your first impression. 

02 
Arrive at least 30 minutes early. Security screening at embassies and consulates takes 

time. 

03 
Bring all required documents, organized clearly. Know exactly where each document 

is so you can present it immediately when asked. 

04 
Answer concisely. Do not volunteer information that was not asked. Every extra 

sentence is an opportunity for an inconsistency. 

05 
Be honest at all times. Officers are trained to detect inconsistencies between answers 

and documents. A false statement can result in permanent inadmissibility. 



VIQ Master Guide  |  Part I  ·  Preview 

Page 4 

06 
Speak clearly and maintain steady eye contact. If interviewed through a glass window, 

look at the officer — not at the counter. 

07 
Do not memorize a script. Officers recognize rehearsed answers. Speak naturally, as 

you would to a colleague. 

08 
For student and exchange visas (F-1, J-1, M-1): never use the words 'work,' 'job,' 

'salary,' or 'employment.' Use 'study,' 'training,' or 'stipend' instead. 

09 Do not bring parents or friends to the interview window. You must speak for yourself. 

10 
If your application is denied, remain calm and ask the officer to explain the reason. 

This information is essential for any reapplication. 

 

3.  How to answer? 

The four principles below apply to every visa interview, regardless of visa type or country. 

 

• Short — Keep answers to 1–3 sentences. A longer answer is not a stronger answer. 

• Specific — Use concrete details: names, numbers, dates. 'I will study mechanical engineering at 

the University of Michigan for two years' is far stronger than 'I will study in the U.S.' 

• Honest — Your answers must match your documents exactly. Officers cross-check everything. 

• Positive — Express your intentions confidently. For non-immigrant visas, let your intent to return 

home come through naturally, not defensively. 

 

What not to do:  Do not argue with the officer, do not over-explain, and do not promise 

things you cannot keep. If you do not understand a question, politely ask the officer to 

repeat it. 
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United States 

A.  Student & academic visas 

F-1 
Student visa 

For students enrolled full-time in academic or English language programs at 
SEVP-certified U.S. institutions 

 

Overview 

The F-1 visa is a non-immigrant visa for students admitted to full-time academic or 

English language programs at U.S. institutions certified by the Student and Exchange 

Visitor Program (SEVP). The consular officer verifies that you are a genuine student with 

sufficient financial support and strong ties to your home country. Non-immigrant intent is 

a legal requirement. Source: travel.state.gov 

 

⚠  Key things to be careful about 

• The most common F-1 denial reason is failure to demonstrate non-immigrant intent 

under Section 214(b) of the Immigration and Nationality Act. You must show 

concrete ties — family, property, employment, or obligations — that will bring you 

home. 

• Never use the words 'work,' 'job,' 'employment,' or 'earn money' to describe your 

purpose in the U.S. You are going to study. 

• If a family member is already in the U.S. on any visa, disclose this honestly. 

Concealment is grounds for permanent inadmissibility. 

• Large or unusual bank deposits made shortly before the interview will be 

questioned. Prepare a clear explanation and supporting documentation. 

• Documents to bring: I-20, SEVIS fee receipt (I-901), acceptance letter, bank 

statements, sponsor financial letter, academic transcripts, and test score reports. 
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Academic capability 

Q What are your test scores (GRE, GMAT, SAT, TOEFL, IELTS)? 

Tip:  The officer is verifying that you have the language and academic ability to succeed. 

Know your exact scores — approximation or hesitation raises doubts. If scores are below 

average for your program, briefly mention other strengths such as research experience. 

Sample answer:  My TOEFL score is 102, and I also completed the IELTS with 7.5. For my 

master's program in civil engineering at Purdue, the minimum requirement is 77, so I am 

comfortably above the threshold. 

Q What was your previous GPA? 

Tip:  Officers look for academic consistency. A low GPA is not automatically disqualifying, 

but an unexplained drop raises questions. If your GPA dipped due to a documented 

personal circumstance, state it briefly. 

Sample answer:  My undergraduate GPA was 3.6 on a 4.0 scale. My performance was 

consistent across all four years, with my strongest results in my final year when I completed 

my thesis. 

Q How good is your English? 

Tip:  The interview itself is your English demonstration. Speak clearly and at a natural pace. 

Your test score adds credibility, but the officer is assessing how you communicate right 

now. 

Sample answer:  I am comfortable in academic English and have been using it 

professionally for three years in my current role. My TOEFL score of 102 reflects that, and I 

look forward to using it every day. 

Q 
Why do you want to pursue a degree in the U.S. and not in Canada or 

Australia? 

Tip:  A vague answer such as 'the U.S. is the best' is a red flag. Name something specific: a 

particular research group, a curriculum element, or an industry connection unique to that 

institution. 

Sample answer:  My field is computational biology, and the research group I am joining at 

Johns Hopkins is conducting the type of longitudinal RNA structure study I need for my 

dissertation. This specific research environment is not available at the level I need in any 

other country. 
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Study plans 

Q Why did you choose this specific university? 

Tip:  Generic praise is the worst possible answer. Name two or three specific features: 

faculty expertise, a research center, an industry partnership, or a curriculum element that 

matches your goals. 

Sample answer:  The University of Illinois ranks first in computer science systems 

research, and their collaboration with NVIDIA aligns directly with my interest in GPU 

architecture. I also spoke with a current PhD student who confirmed the student-to-faculty 

ratio in my research group is unusually small. 

Q What will be your major? What will you specialize in? 

Tip:  You should answer this without hesitation and connect it to your past studies or work. 

An applicant who cannot clearly state their specialization looks like they are using the visa 

as a gateway rather than pursuing a genuine academic goal. 

Sample answer:  I will be studying for a master's degree in public health with a 

specialization in epidemiology. This builds directly on my undergraduate degree in biology 

and the two years I spent at a health research organization in Seoul. 

Q How many universities did you apply to, and how many accepted you? 

Tip:  Answer honestly and exactly. Officers cross-reference this information. What matters 

is that your choice of this particular university is deliberate, not accidental. 

Sample answer:  I applied to seven universities and received acceptance letters from 

three: the University of Michigan, Purdue, and UC San Diego. I chose Michigan because of 

their automotive engineering research center, which directly matches my career goal. 

Q How long will you study in the U.S.? 

Tip:  State the program duration exactly as shown on your I-20. Do not say 'as long as I 

need to' — this raises concerns about an open-ended stay. 

Sample answer:  My program is a two-year master's degree, which is reflected in my I-20. 

The expected completion date is May 2027. 
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Post-graduation plans 

Q What are your plans after graduation? 

Tip:  This is the most critical question for demonstrating non-immigrant intent. Be specific: 

name an employer you plan to return to, a business, or a sector. Vague answers are 

unconvincing. 

Sample answer:  After completing my degree, I plan to return to South Korea and join my 

father's manufacturing company, where I have already been offered a management role in 

our new R&D division. My technical knowledge is specifically what the company needs to 

expand into semiconductor equipment. 

Q Do you plan on returning to your home country? 

Tip:  Start with a clear 'Yes' and immediately back it with a concrete reason. The officer is 

looking for confidence and specificity — not a long explanation. 

Sample answer:  Yes, absolutely. My parents are in Busan and my career is there. I have a 

job offer waiting for me, and my family depends on my return. Going to the U.S. is an 

investment in my future in Korea. 

 

Bank and finance 

Q Who is sponsoring your education? 

Tip:  Be specific: name the person or entity and describe the relationship. Vague answers 

like 'my family' without detail invite follow-up questions. 

Sample answer:  My education is sponsored by my father, Mr. Jae-won Kim, who owns an 

import-export company in Seoul. He has provided a financial support letter along with his 

business registration and bank statements, which I have here. 

Q What is your university's yearly expense? 

Tip:  Know the full cost of attendance — tuition, housing, health insurance, and living 

expenses. The I-20 shows the total, and your answer should match it. 

Sample answer:  According to my I-20, the total cost of attendance including tuition, 

housing, health insurance, and living expenses is approximately $52,000 per year. 


