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lntroduetio il

The Chat Room is a wonderful invention. [t allows users insfantly fo
communicate freely, and for free, with anyone in the world. They can
talk about any SUbiecf they care to, and express their epinion in any
way they like. They can even be in contfact with many people atf once.
The Chat Roam has indeed revolutionized gfobul communicafion.

CHAT ROOM FOR TEENS operates in much the same way. Ehglish
|earners are E'r‘lf:Durﬂged to express themse|ves freely on a wide range
of relevant topics. Many thoupht-provoking questions and examples
are givf‘h to spur independent Jahgunge usage. There are ne
specifically “righf” or “‘wrong" answers, so there is no need for users
fo be infimidated — any more than if they were discussing the same
fopics in their ewn Ianguage instead of Ehg!i.sh. And this natural,
infere_-:fipg fe::c:hing method will bvild confidence as wel| as
competence, heip}ﬁg the learners to master a skill that will have
count|ess npplicuﬁahs — secial as wel| as commercial] — around the
world, for the rest of their jives.

Eng!ish, after all, is actvally Earthlish — if Dufch, [forean, Saudi, and
Brazilian colleagues meeft ’rogefher in Moscow, they will undevbtedly
tall to each other in Ehglish. And the ones who are pest able fo
express themselves accurately and effortlessly will have a tremendous
advantape over fheir less-talented fellows. Promoting this skill and
facility in English is the goal and purpose of the entire [ine of LIS
Horea books, from EXPRESS YOURSELF to TEEN TALK fo any of the
other fine publications by this thoughtful, progressive company.

Duane Vorhees
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Chat Room
for Teens

LESSON O1 can 1 Speak to Sue?

Warm-up Dialog

Feeling Better

Bobby : Hi, Mrs. Jones. How are you?

Mrs. Jones : I'm very well, Bobby. How are you?

Bobby ¢ I'm okay now. Thanks.

Mrs. Jones : Sue said you were sick.

Bobby : Yes, I had the flu. T had to miss a week of school.

Mrs. Jones = Well, I'm glad you feel better now.

raal?
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Bobby

Mrs. Jones :

t When do you think she’ll be back?

Bobby

Mrs. Jones

Bobby

Mrs. Jones :

: May I speak to Sue?

I'm sorry. she isn’t home now. She's still in ballet class.

¢ She said she was going shopping first. So maybe she'll be

home in two or three hours.

: May I call back then? Or can she call me?

Of course! Can [ pass along a message?

Bobby ¢ Just tell her [ need some help with all the homework |
missed.
o Questions

I. What is Sue's complete name?

2. Where |1s Sue? What is she going to do next?

3. Why i1s Bobby calling her?




Zictures

©1: What does “Hang on'’ mean?
©2 When would someone use that
expression?

©F: What other, similar, expressions
covld you use instead of “Hang on
please’?

2. ©l What does “You've gc—f the
wrcng number!’ mean?

L7 When weuld somecne use
that exPi’e.ssion?

@3: |f someone told you you've
801‘ the wrong numbper,
what would you say?

What would you do?

3. Moy Ltakes Gt When do people use this

expression?

@2 [f you were asking someone to
take a message, what would
you .5{17'?

©73: We do not hear this

expression much anymore.
Why not, do you think?




T bls cecccccccccccns.

H. @1 What are some differences
between fquing and Texﬁhg?

©2 How often do you text?
Wheo do you usually text tof?
Who do you u.Suu”:f talk to?

L5 Which method of
cornn'-unicaﬁng do yov think is
more convenient? Why?

Gl Do you offen gef 5Pam? How
many Spam messapes do you gef
per week?

w72 How do you cope with 11?

@F: Why do people send spam?
What do you think about them?

G. @i Do you use the infernef on
your phone? Why or why not?

w72 What do you use the internet
for most of the time?

=

Q3: |f you use the internet on your
phone, how much does it cost?
|5 that a reasonaple fee?




LESSON O1 can i speak to Sue?

Answer Me

* 1 An Important Question

Stella : Hi, Dad.

Dad : Hi. What's up?

Stella : I have an important question to ask.
Dad : OK. What do you want to know.
Stella : Well, can I get a new phone?

Dad : Why? Is there something wrong with the one I got you a few
months ago?

Stella : No. It's fine,
Dad : Then why do you need a new one?

Stella : All my friends are getting new ones. They laugh at the one |
have. They say it's old-fashioned.

Dad : But you picked il outl yourself. Dadll | o+ m
* VI Shoi
Stella : 1 know. But fashions have changed. SoMething £ - 7
I need to keep up. § 7o just 4 Seca

Dad : But it'll change again in a few more
months, and then again a few
months later. | can’t just keep
buying you a new phone all the
time!

Stella : | know. But, just this once, okay?

Dad : No, I don't think so.

Stella : 1 knew you would say that!

._\__,.r.

e Questions

I. Which one do you agree with more, Stella or her father?

Iw

2. Do you have a phone? How long have you had it? How many phones
have you had in the last two years?

3. Do your parents always buy you a new one when you ask for it?
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¢ 2 Sound Policy

Teacher : Whose phone is that ringing? [s that yours, Tommy?
Tommy : Yes, sir. 'm sorry.

Teacher : Give il lo me!

Tommy : OK. Here it is. Can I have it back at the end of class?

Teacher : No, you know what the rules are. I'll give it back to you in a
month.

Tommy : A month! That's not fair.
Teacher : But you know whal Lhe rules are.

Tommy : Bul Lhis is my first offense. [ just forgot to turn it off this time,
because nobody ever calls me anyway.

Teacher : Then, since you never use it,
you won't miss it for the next
‘month, will you?

Tommy : But I need it to call other

people. And | have to let my
parents know where I am.

Teacher : But the rule is, if a phone rings
in my class 1 keep it for a
month. I can’t treat you any
differently than anyone else
who has broken this rule, can 1?

e Questions

I. Do you think the teacher is being fair? If you were the teacher, what
would you do?

b

. Do you usually take your phone to school? What are the school rules
about doing s0?

3. What do your parents think about your having a cell phone?



LESSON O1 can i Speak to Sue?

Answer Me

* 3 Privacy Or Responsibility
Mom : Ralph! Who is Ronnie?
Ralph : He's a friend. Why?
Mom : Why do you need to call him so often?
Ralph : We have a lot to talk aboul.
Mom : Ten times a day?
Ralph : Maybe. But how do you know how many times I talk to him?
Mom : I looked at the record of calls on your cell phone.

Ralph : Mom! That's not right! This is my private business. It isn't any
of your concern who I talk to or how many times. Or even what
we talk about!

Mom : No, I'm your mother. I have a responsibility to watch over you.

Ralph : But I'm not doing anything wrong!
I'm just talking to my friend,
that’s all!

Mom : Bul I don't know that. That's
why 1 asked you. | want to
make sure you aren’t in
trouble.

e Questions

I. Who is right? Why?

. Have you ever had a similar experience? What happened? What did
you do?

I

3. Do you ever want to see other people’s phone records? Why or why
not?
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e 4 Letter From Dad

Michae|
Joan
Michae|
Joan
Michael

Joan

Michae|

Joan
Michael
Joan

Michael

Joan

: I got a wonderful surprise today.

: What was it?

: 1 got a letter from my dad.

: A letter? Did he go someplace?

: No, he's right here, just like every day.

: Then why did he send you a letter? What did it say?

: Oh, nothing special. He just wanted me to know that he loves

me.

: Doesn’t he ever tell you thal al home?
: Of course he does!
: Then why did he send you a letter to tell you that?

: T don'l know, but I think it's ﬁ,,ff"”! \

sweet. It's very special. IUs nol ¢ 5 \

. g i L
like getting an ordinary text l\ peot ™
message or a phone call. \ | st Wnﬂu ou e
\ e !
: Hmmmmmm. Maybe I should | ''*"
II'\ e*--'er"!

write a letter to my mom and \ e toestS
tell her how much she means to \ ol

me. | bet she’ll be surprised!

e Questions

I. Why do people seldom write letters any more?

=

. Have you ever written a letter to a friend? What kind of message did it

contain?

3. Do you have a pen pal?

15



LESSON O1 cant speak to Sue?

Let's Talk More

e 1 No Call Baek

I called Frank yesterday. I needed to find out if he has a sweater I lost.
[ think it's at his house. But he didn't answer my call, and he didn't
call me back. So I sent him a text message, and he didn’t respond to
that, either. Now I'm very angry at him. 1 think he should have called
me back. That's just common courtesy, don't you think? I'm sure he’s
deliberately ignoring me for some reason. What should I do?

e Questions

1. Would you be angry if something like this happened to you? Explain
your answer.

]

. If someone calls you or leaves a text message, do you always call
back?

3. What are some possible reasons why Frank didn’t answer or call back?



Chal Room GE

for Teens

® 2 Disconcerting

[ went to the concert last night. The musicians were wonderful! But
people in the audience were not so terrific. Every few minutes,
somebody’s phone would go off, distracting me from the music. Even
worse than that, sometimes those rude people would actually talk on
their phones! I think this behavior is disgusting! I went to the concert
to enjoy the music, but it was constantly being

interrupted. I'm sure the

musicians were just as e Ty
upset as [ was, too. [ can't g fﬂ y ! 1§
; § o U 5 i
understand how anyone ;
can be so discourteous 4] ;
: "(\-‘ s 2, __,F--’ _,f';, K
el e et ..# —
ek -
-* 1 |
.. .'_ | o 2 .
Who's paying attention fo what?
e Questions

I. Do you always turn your phone off or put it on vibrate when you are in a
public place?

)

. Why should people in public respect the privacy of others?

. How do you behave if other people bother you with their private calls in
public? Do you ask them to be quiet or just ignore them?

©



LESSON O1 can i Speak to Sue?

Let's Talk More

e 3 Thuambs Iip! Or Thumbs Down!

Youngsters have grown so skillful at
sending text messages that they are
now called “thumbsters.” It even seems
that they can communicate better with
their thumbs than with their tongues.
But older people have a lot of trouble

using the new technology. They are
very clumsy with their thumbs, so they
are not very fast or accurate. Many of them try to

compensate by using their fingers instead. But
even doing that is hard for them. So, even

though it costs more, they would rather
communicate the old-fashioned way:
using their phones to talk into instead of

typing on.

e Questions

I. Why are some people called thumbsters? (What two English words are
being combined?)

Why do older people have trouble sending text messages?

L) W
L I\F'
" "

How did people use their phones to communicate in the past?
Do people still do that?
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e 4 Home Phone

I don’t understand why anybody still has a regular phone at home.
We have one, even though everyone in my family has a mobile
phone of his own. My father has two mobile phones! But we still have
the old-fashioned phone in the living room. I know it costs money
every month, but we keep it anyway. 1 wonder why.

e Questions
I. What reasons would someone with a mobile phone want to keep a
home phone as well?
2. Do you use your home phone often? Why or why not?
3. Why would some people have more than one mobile phone?




LESSON O1 cant speak to Sue?

Real Talk

That Man!

Jim : Did you hear that man?
Sally : Sure! Everybody heard him! How could anyone be so rude?
Jim : [ know. I really didn't want to know so much about his private
business.
Sally : Me, neither. | thought it was really embarrassing.
Jim : [ don’t really care about what he did last night.
Sally : 1 know. Why can’t people show a little courtesy toward others?
Jim : They shouldn’t talk so loud into their cell phones.
Sally : Or they should try to [ind a more private place.
Jim : Sometimes it's hard to get off the
subway to do that.
Sally : I know, but he could have
tried to go between the
cars. Or at least he
should have talked
more quietly, or called
back when he was 111
alone. R A
He's makine + i
e Questions

I. Where are Sally and Jim now, probably?

L L
= [l L)
5 . -

Why do they think the man on the phone is rude?
How could he have shown more courtesy to others?
What would you do if you saw someone acting like that?
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Read Me

I Want A Phone

Parents don’t know what to do about a modern technology fad. Their
kids keep asking for mobile phones of their own, and many parents
are reluctant to buy them. They worry about the expense, of course,
and they are afraid that their children will lose them or break them.
In addition, parents think phones interfere with studying. There is also
a lot of concern about some adults who use cell phones to stalk

innocent children. Most of all, parents
suspect that kids are merely
reacting to peer

pressure: they don'’t i

have any real need for
a cell phone, but they
want one because “all”
of their friends have
one,

e

Nobaedy will falk To me

if | don't have a phene.

o Questions

I Y

Do you think parents should buy a mobile phone for a very young
child? How old should a kid be before he has a phone of his own?

2. What happens if a parent says no?
3. What do your parents think about your having a phone? Did they

gladly get you one, did you pressure them into getting you one, or
don’t you have one?

21



